
 

 

 

A guide to Animoto 
 

What is Animoto? 

Animoto is a free, online video creation tool which allows users to upload photos, 

choose or upload music and choose a style for the video. This is then combined into a 

professional 30 second video. It is possible to upgrade to a “Pro” account which allows 

for the creation of longer videos. 

 

What can I use Animoto for? 

 To celebrate trips and achievements 

 To introduce a series of images to provoke debate or reflection 

 To demonstrate the benefits of language learning 

 

  



How to sign up to Animoto 

 

1) Go to www.animoto.com 

 

2) Scroll down to the bottom of the page. 

3) On the left hand side click on “Animoto for... education”. 

 

4) Click on “Apply Now”. 

 

3 

4 



5) Complete your details to apply for an account. 

6) Click “Submit Application”. 

NOTE: this will not be approved immediately but may take a few weeks. 

 

7) You will receive a notification that your application has been received. 
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How to create a video 

 

1) Click on “Create Video”. 
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2) Choose a style. 

 

3) Choose “free”. This will allow you to create a 30 second video. If you want to 

create a longer video you will need to pay to upgrade to “Pro”. 
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4) Click on “upload” to choose photos from your computer. If you have already 

uploaded your photos to a sharing site, such as Flickr, click on “retrieve” (a). 

 

 

5) When you have chosen your images you will be taken to the creation screen. 

You will see your images as they are uploading. When each image has been 

uploaded you will see it in its own frame. Whilst it is in the queue it will be shown 

as “pending”. 

 

4 

a 



6) If you want to add further photos, click “Add more”. 

7) If you want to reposition photos, drag and drop them into a different order. 

8) If you want to add text as a headline or sub-headline. The text will be shown in 

your photo display with a “T” emblem (a). This can be dragged into a different 

place at any time. 

      

9) The “Spotlight” button will add further emphasis on the chosen photo, making it 

the main focus of the video. The photo will be ringed in yellow on your creation 

screen. 

10) To rotate a photo through 90degrees, click “Rotate”. 

11) If you want to use the same photo multiple times, click “Duplicate” and then 

reposition the photo accordingly. 

12) If you no longer want to use a photo, select it and click “Delete”. 

13) If you want to randomise the order of the photos, click “Shuffle”. 

14) When you are finished, click “done”. 
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How to choose music 

 

Animoto offers two ways to add music to your video. 

a) “select”- choose music from Animoto’s extensive music selection. The major 

benefit of this is that all copyright issues are removed. 

b) “upload”- choose music from your computer. There are large copyright issues 

here unless you have downloaded music with a creative commons license. 

Alternatively, if you have created a 30second voice track (for example, using 

Audacity), this is how to add it. 

 

1) In this instance we are going to choose music from Animoto’s archive. Click 

“select” (a). 

 

2) You will be offered a wide range of genres. Choose one. 

3) You can listen to the music on offer by clicking “play” on the right hand side.  

4) When you are happy with your choice, click “select”. 
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5) It is recommended to leave settings as you selected them originally. 

6) Click “continue”.  

 

7) Complete the details. 

8) Click “create video”. 

NOTE: if you want to return to any previous phase, click  
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The process of creating the video can take a few minutes, depending on the chosen 

length of your video and your internet connection speed. The steps are documented on 

screen as they progress. 

 

 

How to embed your video into a blog, VLE or wiki 

 

1) Click on “Video Toolbox”. 
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2) Click on “Embed”. 

NOTE: to re-edit this video (to change the music and scheme), click on “Edit” (a). 

For a random change of the sequence, click on “1-click Remix” (b). 

 

3) Click “Copy Code”. 

4) Paste this code into the html section of the compose post section of your blog, or 

into the appropriate section of your VLE or wiki. 
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